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can pay the debt without hazard to his credit or to
his creditors.

There are so many instances in every man's know-
ledge of the ruin that attends upon suretiship, that,
as I hinted, I shall not expatiate more on conse-
quences so obvious as well as so fatal, since they
must occur every day, and strike the considerate
tradesman with the utmost apprehension of the bad
effects which so generally follow these pernicious
engagements.

CHAP. XII.

The bad consequences of a tradesman marrying too
soon. Many a young tradesman ruined by mar-
rying even a good wife. How requisite it is that
a wife should know her husbands circumstances,
in order to square her way of living and, house-
keeping by what he can afford.

IT was a prudent provision which our ancestors
made in the indentures of tradesmen's apprentices,
that they should not contract matrimony during
their apprenticeship; and they bound it with a pe-
nalty that was then thought sufficient, however
custom has taken off the edge of it since; viz., that
they who did thus contract matrimony should forfeit
their indentures; that is to say, should lose the
benefit of their whole service, and not be made
free.

Doubtless our forefathers were better acquainted
with the advantages of frugality than we are; and